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The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green recovery 

Submission from Scottish Renewables  

Do the principles of sustainable development (as set out in the annexe), and those for 
a resilient recovery, as proposed by the UK Committee on Climate Change, provide a 
comprehensive framework for guiding an effective green recovery in Scotland? 

Scottish Renewables supports the principles of sustainable development, and those for a 
resilient recovery as proposed by the UK Committee on Climate change. Through applying 
these principles and implementing the below outlined policies and priorities The Scottish 
Government can harness the potential which renewable energy offers for delivering its 
ambitions for a green recovery.  

What are the key barriers to delivering a green recovery (within your sector and / or 
community)? 

If the Scottish Government is to realise its ambitions for delivering a green recovery it must 
now avoid using its economic powers to preference oil and gas, which would deliver a ‘fossil 
fuel lock-in’ within Scotland’s energy system and would inhibit efforts to increase the 
deployment of renewable energy technologies and risk the achievement of our net-zero 
target. This will be particularly important due to the hosting of COP-26 in November 2021, 
where the world’s attention will be on Scotland’s energy policies.  

What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a green 
recovery (within your sector and / or community)? 

Delivering a green recovery to the economic crisis provides real opportunity to go further in 
decarbonising our society, create new jobs, stimulate economic activity and rethink 
investments that harm our climate. 

No other industry but renewables provides the opportunity for the improvement of health (gas 
boilers, petrol and diesel vehicles and fossil power stations, for example, are enormously 
polluting on a level which directly harms humans), an increase in inward investment and for 
tackling the climate emergency in one, often easily-deployable package. 

Renewable energy, unlike other energy sources, is home-grown and is therefore less 
susceptible to economic shocks and market volatility. Putting renewable energy at the centre 
of a green economic recovery can help to future-proof our energy needs, ensuring our 
economy is more stable and resilient.   

We have acted very early to utilise the strength of our natural resources and to deploy 
renewable energy technologies, meaning Scotland already enjoys a head-start on a green 
recovery. Renewable energy is generating the equivalent of 90% of Scotland’s electricity 
consumption and is supporting our ambitious emissions reduction targets. This has given us 
the skills that the world will need to make a success of a green economic recovery. 

Renewable energy provides immediate opportunities to stimulate Scotland’s economy and 
support it to grow for future generations, and The Scottish Government can apply its powers 
to unlock these in the following ways: 

https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/letter-building-a-resilient-recovery-from-the-covid-19-crisis-to-roseanna-cunningham-msp/
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Trade, export and investment  

Already, countries with more than £2.9 trillion in combined GDP have placed a green recovery 
at the heart of their post-pandemic response. They include France, Germany, Austria, 
Denmark, Finland, Italy, Latvia, Luxembourg, South Korea, the Netherlands, Portugal, Spain, 
and Sweden. 

Scotland’s renewable energy expertise is already being put to work in 72 countries and is 
employing staff on six of the planet’s seven continents. More than half (57%) of the 
companies which took part in a Scottish Renewables survey on Scotland’s green energy 
export impact say they are currently moving into new markets, with almost a third (29%) 
considering doing so. 

The Scottish Government can continue to internationalise our industry, and we recommend 
that it uses its trade, export and investment powers to highlight that Scotland’s skills can help 
other countries decarbonise their economies while maintaining economic growth with the aim 
of boosting our skills exports to nations seeking to undertake green recoveries.  

Education and skills 

The Scottish Government can utilise its education and skills powers and work with Skills 
Development Scotland and further education institutions to introduce a Renewables 
Transition Training Fund. This training fund can support oil and gas professionals, supply 
chain businesses, tradespeople and public servants to acquire sustainable, exportable skills 
and join the renewable energy industry.  

This would be similar to the Transition Training Fund set up during the oil and gas downturn 
in 2015, which supported 4,091 applicants to train in new, related industries, including 
renewable energy. This fund, however, should ensure that training provided specifically 
targets careers in renewable energy ensuring that Scotland expands its renewable workforce 
needed to realise our net-zero future. In addition, the renewable energy industry would seek 
to work with government on the establishment of a renewable energy skills centre of 
excellence. 

Scottish Renewables recently commissioned Survation to conduct polling of Scottish oil and 
gas professionals and we have found significant support for a Renewable Transition Training 
Fund. We found that 80% of respondents had considered how their careers could be 
impacted by actions to tackle climate change, with 50% saying they had already considered 
joining the renewable energy industry. A total of 77% of respondents were positive about the 
opportunity to join the renewable energy industry, with 86% of those surveyed stating they 
would consider retraining to join renewable energy if training was funded by The Scottish 
Government.  

Renewable Heat 

Renewable technologies like heat pumps and solar thermal panels provided just 6.3% of 
Scotland’s non-electrical heat demand in 2018, the latest figures available. It is likely we will 
miss The Scottish Government target of 11% by 2020. Heat makes up 55% of Scotland’s 
energy use and decarbonising heating is essential if we are to meet our targets for 2030.  
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Across Scotland’s seven cities Scottish Renewables has identified 46 potential heat networks 
which can help cut Scotland’s carbon emissions by 10% whilst creating extensive socio-
economic benefits in construction and civil engineering work.  

The Scottish Government’s Local Government and Communities and Energy and Climate 
Change Directorates can work to accelerate the vital transition to clean heat, tapping the 
enormous economic opportunity offered by renewable technologies, using the public estate 
as a primer to create supply chains and local manufacturing and developing the skills we’ll 
need in the future, now. 

Renewable Infrastructure projects 

Economic analysis for Scottish Renewables has found that every gigawatt (GW) of renewable 
energy installed in Scotland creates 1,500 jobs and adds £133 million of GVA to our economy.  

Across Scotland there are renewable infrastructure projects which, if given the green light for 
development, can reap these benefits and offer significant opportunity to stimulate the 
economy. Projects across Scotland include: 

• Drax is planning a two-fold expansion of the 440 megawatt (MW) Cruachan pumped 
storage hydro power station near Oban which will include an investment of around 
£400 million and support 800 jobs. 

• SSE Renewables has proposed a pumped storage scheme at Coire Glas near Loch 
Lochy which would expand the consented 600MW up to 1500MW with an investment 
of up to £1.5 billion, 70% of which it is estimated could be spent directly in the Scottish 
Highlands.   

• The Moray West offshore wind farm is currently seeking a Contract for Difference (CfD) 
from the UK Government which, if awarded, would see up to 85 turbines deployed in 
the Moray Firth and a potential investment of £90 million in the north-east of Scotland.  

• SSE Renewables has secured a CfD for the first phase of the Seagreen offshore wind 
farm which will generate 454MW of power in the Firth of Forth, contributing over £1 
billion to the Scottish economy. 

• The Inch Cape offshore wind farm off the coast of Angus is awaiting a CfD award. 
When granted, this project will have a capacity of 700MW from 72 turbines, providing 
an investment of £558 million and creating around 858 jobs. 

• As the windiest country in Europe, Scotland always has massive opportunity to boost 
its economic growth with onshore wind. At present 110 projects with planning 
permission await construction, and 64 have planning applications or appeals 
submitted.  

Unlocking the benefits of these projects will require The Scottish Government to work with 
the UK Government to ensure they, and others like them, are given the go-ahead. The 
Scottish Government should also use its own powers to remove any barriers which stand in 
the way of deployment. These include the following: 

• The electricity market needs to pay for the all the services which pumped storage 
technology hydro provides.  

• The UK Government needs to ensure that next year’s CfD auction goes ahead, and 
that future auctions are accelerated to be delivered on an annual basis. 



ECCLR/GR/063 
 

4 

• Both Governments need to recognise the low cost of offshore renewables, and allow 
more projects to progress quickly. 

• Planning condition changes which will allow many consented onshore wind projects to 
take be able to take advantage of the most modern technology should be fast-tracked 
in order for those projects to be able to compete in the upcoming UK Government 
Contracts for Difference auction, through which they are awarded contracts to sell the 
power which they will generate. 

Planning  

To ensure that Scotland can reap the economic and social benefits which renewables brings, 
we need a planning system which is fit for our net-zero future. Currently planning decisions 
can take too long to decide, and an inconsistent approach across planning authorities and 
the unpredictability of planning decisions is damaging investor confidence.   

The climate emergency and the achievement of net-zero need to be made material 
considerations in any planning application made between the present and the future NPF4 
coming into force and The Scottish Government’s Local Government and Communities 
Directorate needs to provide clear messaging to this effect.  

Onshore wind will be included in the upcoming CfD Auction Round 4 in 2021. As noted above, 
if these existing planning consents can be amended quickly and efficiently to incorporate the 
latest turbine technology, Scotland will be in a prime position to gain a substantial share of 
the onshore capacity allocated in this CfD round.  

Longer-term ambitions 

The renewable energy industry currently employs over 17,700 full-time equivalents (FTE) 
across Scotland. In 2017, with 10GW of renewable electricity generation deployed, the 
industry contributed £5.5 billion to the Scottish economy.   

The Committee on Climate Change calculates that the UK will need to quadruple the amount 
of renewable electricity it deploys by 2050 in order to meet our net-zero climate change 
targets, with consequent growth of economic activity predicted. 

It is important, now more than ever, to ensure that industries which offer significant low-
carbon growth to our national economy are supported by the Scottish Government to realise 
their full potential and help strengthen our economy and future proof it against unexpected 
shocks. 

The Scottish Government can work in partnership with industry to develop an economic plan 
that ensures the long-term future of our economy and energy is low-carbon. Led by a Scottish 
Cabinet Secretary this plan should deploy the powers of The Scottish Government and 
establish the support required to maximise economic opportunities and job creation across 
all the renewable technologies that form our energy system.  

As Scotland transitions away from fossil fuels, the growth of renewable energy provides the 
opportunity, if done correctly, to ensure every region and community across our nation 
benefits from a clean, sustainable and home-grown energy supply, with the economic, 
environmental and health benefits that brings.  
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How should the 2021/22 Budget support a green and sustainable recovery and avoid 
locking in carbon; and what funding is needed in the ECCLR portfolio to deliver a green 
and sustainable recovery? 

The 2021/22 Budget must provide support for the renewable energy industry to help deliver 
The Scottish Government’s ambitions for a green recovery. Immediate financial provision 
should be made for the delivery of a Renewable Transition Training Fund. It is anticipated 
that the funding of this scheme should be relatively comparable to the previous transition 
training fund at a proposed £13.5 million. This would enable the Scottish Government to 
support 4,500 professionals, (15% of the anticipated redundancies as advised by Oil and Gas 
UK) on an average training spend of £3000 per individual. As highlighted above analysis for 
Scottish Renewables has found that for every GW of deployed in Scotland 1,500 jobs are 
created. The Scottish Government have set the target of deploying 17GW of renewable 
energy by 2030 which would create 25,500 jobs. Funding this scheme at this level would 
meet roughly one fifth of the future workforce requirements based on current government 
deployment targets. 


